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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming device 
capable of ejecting a paper sheet after printing onto the projection 
surface of the device main body and easily visualizing the ejected 
paper sheet. 

SOLUTION: A printer 3 is provided with a paper discharging port 
from which the paper sheet is ejected on the paper discharging side 
end wall of the printer main body 3a, a scanner 2 having a contact 
glass is placed so that a part of the scanner main body 2a is 
overhanging from the upper end of the paper ejecting side end wall 
having the paper ejecting port of the printer main body 3a, and the 
projection surface inside of the overhanging section from the printer 
main body 3a of the scanner main body 2a is made as the paper 
ejecting space 37. A supporting wall 41 supporting the section 
overhanging from the printer main body 3a of the scanner main body 
2a is provided in projectingly from the both side of the paper 
discharging side end wall along the paper discharging direction. In 
this way, since the supporting wall 41 is formed to be shorter in 
height than the scanner main body 2a, the visibility of the paper 
discharge space 37 is improved. 
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The following is a partial English translation of JP H10- 
301349 A, paragraphs [0008] to [0011] and [0037] to [0040]. 

[0008] In light of the limitations of the conventional 
apparatus as described above, an object of the present 
invention is to offer an image forming apparatus having a 
sheet output portion for accommodating printed sheets, the 
sheet output portion providing an operator with easy access 
to the printed sheets without enlarging an overall 
footprint of the apparatus. 

[0009] Another object of the present invention is to 
offer an image forming apparatus having supports for a 
scanner unit mounted on a printer unit, the supports being 
provided so as not to block the operator's view of the 
printed sheets in the output portion. 

[0010] Still another object of the present invention is 
to offer an image forming apparatus, wherein the supports 
allow the output portion to be viewable at an oblique angle 
with reference to the front of the apparatus. 
[0011] Yet another object of the present invention is to 
offer an image forming apparatus allowing the printed 
sheets to be taken out of the output portion easily. 

[0037] According to the invention of claim 1, each of 
the supports for the scanner unit is shorter in length than 
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the scanner unit, and the sheet output portion is provided 
under the resulting overhang of the scanner unit. Printed 
sheets are thus stacked within the projected area of the 
scanner unit. This eliminates the need for an external 
sheet output portion, thereby allowing a reduced footprint 
of the apparatus. Further, the supports shorter than the 
scanner unit allow the sheet output portion to be viewable 
at an oblique angle with reference to the front of the 
apparatus . 

[0038] According to the invention of claim 2, the front- 
side lateral end of each of the supports is inclined toward 
the front side of the apparatus. The bottom end of each 
support is thus longer than the top end, thereby offering 
enhanced stability of the apparatus. The shorter top end 
offers enhanced viewability of printed sheets stacked in 
the output portion. 

[0039] According to the invention of claim 3, each 
support has a front -side inner surface inclined so that the 
distance between the supports becomes wider toward the 
front side of the apparatus. This allows the printed 
sheets in the output portion to be viewable at an oblique 
angle with reference to the front of the apparatus. 
[0040] According to the invention of claim 4, the sheet 
output portion is provided with the sheet output tray 
projecting from beneath the sheet output opening. The 
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output tray has the concave portions formed on the left and 
right ends of the upper surface thereof. The concave 
portions create space between the output tray and the 
printed sheets stacked thereon, into which an operator can 
put his or her hand, thereby facilitating the operator 
taking the printed sheets out of the sheet output portion. 
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